TRAFFIC'S TOLL 3 FIRST GLOBAL REPORT ON SAFETY

Almosf 13 million a year die on roads
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Imast 1.3 mﬂhcn people

- are killed and between 20

and so million are injured
each year on the world’s roads,
accordmg the first comprehen-
sive giohal report on road safe-

ty.

And half of those who die or
are hurt are not in cars, but are
“vulnerable road users” such .
as pedestrians, cyclists and mo-
torcyclists, the study from the
World Heaith Orgamzation
-shows, -

Margaret Chan, director—gen_
eral of WHO, said that while
much progress has been made
in keeping pecple safe in cars,

“we are not giving sufficient at-

tention to the needs of pedes~

trians, cyclists and’ ‘

: motorcychsts . We must dc
better if we are to halt or re-
verse the rise in road-traffic i in-
juries, disability and dea

" In much of the world, there is
a glaring lack of safety leglsla-
tion and enforcement of the

rules of the road, Dr. Chan said. .

 While mad~trafﬁ»: death rates
in most high-income countries
have stabilized or declined in
recent decades, the new re-
search shows road deaths have
increased markedly in the de—
veloping world. -

While the developing world
is home to just under half the
world’s vehicles, it accounts for
more than go per cent of road
deaths. i

The report also estimates
that, if trends continue unabat-
ed, road-related deaths will in-
crease to 2.4 million a year by
2030,

The study documents the
number of registered motor ve-
hicles in 178 countries and out-
lines actions being taken to

mvest in public transpcrt and
encourage non-motorized trav-
el such as walking and cycling.
(There are just over 20 million
motor vehicles in Canada.)
Vehicle manufacturing stan-
dards and requirements for

road-safety audits were also re-

ported, as well as the existence
of formal pre-hospital care sys-
tems, including emergency te1~
ephone numbers.

While the inadequacies of ’
Canada’s 911 system have been
highlighted recently, the WHO
report found that there are go
different emergency numbers
around the world, and recom-
mends some form cf standard—
ization. .

Etienne Krug, director of the
department of violence and in-
jury prevention and disability

at WHO, said accurate statistics

are crucial for understanding
the state of road safety and

measuring the impact of effcrtsk

toimproveit. =

The 301-page repert contains
awealthof data,

For example, the hlghest
road-related death rates are
seen in the eastern Mediterra-
nean and African regions. The
lowest rates are among high-
income countries such as the.
Netherlands, Sweden and Brit-

Other highlights of the report
include: o
% Fewer than one-third of
countries meet basic criteria
for reducing speed i in urban-
areas.’
# Fewer than half of countries
use the WHO-recommended
blood-alcohol concentration

limit of 0.05 grams per defcilitre ,

as a measure to reduce

driving. (In Canada, the limit IS

0.08.)
% Although helmet laws exist
in more than 90 per of coun-

tries, only 40 per cent have a
law that covers both riders and
passengers while also requiring
that helmets meet aspecified
standard.

# Only 57 per cent of countries
have laws that require all car
occupants to wear seatbelts,
This figure is only 38 per cent
in low-income countries. .

¥ Half of all countries donot.
have laws requiring the use of
child seats. This figure masks
considerablevariation, with re-

‘levant laws in 9o per cent of

high-income countries but
only 20 per cent of low-income
countries. ~

# Only 15 per cent of countnes
have comprehensive laws ad-
dressing all five of the nsk fac-

- tors listed above.

Dr. Krug said there are other
safety measures that need to be
put in place, particularly for
pedestrians, cyclists and mo-
torcyclists, such as building -
more sidewalks, raised cross-
ings and separate lanes for =
two-wheelers; as well as reduc-
mg drunk drmng and speed~

The Global Status Reporton
Road Safety was financed by
the Bloomberg Philanthropies,
the charity umbrella of Michael
Bloomberg, New York’s mayor
and a billionaire entrepreneur.

Mr. Bloomberg said the re-
port is important because it -
highlights that road crashes are
the leading cause of death in
people aged 5 to 44.

“For the first time, we have
solid data to hold us accounta-
ble and to target our efforts.
Road safety must be part of all
transport planning efforts, par-
ticularly at this moment of fo-
cus on infrastructure
improvements and road build-
ing by many countries around
the globe,” he said.



